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Knox  Circuit  Court. 
September  Term,  191 

The 'State  of  Indian 

Vfl' 

William  T  Von  Knappe 

Indictment  for  Libeling >he 
name  of  Abraham  Lincoln  dec*d 

A  True  Bill: 
John  R  Horrall, Foreman, 

Witnesses: 
Curtis  G  Shake 
Louis  C  Summitt 
Claude  singer 
Jessie  Wick 
James  A  Woodburn 
Robert  T  Lincoln 
Charles  M  Thompson 
I*da  M  Tarbeli 
Logan  Esery 
Horace  Ellis 
Mary  W  Snaw 


Approved  by  me 
Joseph  W  Kimmell 
Prosecuting  attorney 


Piled  Sept  8,  191? 
Walter  S  Kensler 
Clerk  Knox  Circuit  Court, 


Knox  Circuit  Court,  September  Term  1917. 
No.  2239     ComeB  now  the  Grand  Jury  for  the  term  aforesaid 
in  open  court,  the  following  Indictment,  to-wit: 

Knox.  Circuit  Court,  September,    Term  1917. 


Th©  State  of  Indiana, 
VS 

William  T.  Von  Knappe. 


Indictment  for  Libeling  the 
memory  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
deceased* 


T^e  Grand  Jury  of  Kno^ County ,  in  the  State  of  Indiana, 
good  and  lwaful  men,  duly  and  legally  impaneled,  sworn  and 
charged,  in  tne  Knox  Circuit . Court  of  said  State,  at  the  Sept- 
ember Term,  for  tne  year  1917,  to  inwuire  into  felonies  and 
certain  misdemeanors  in  and  for  the  body  of  said  County  of 
Knox, in  the  name  and  by  the  authority '  of  the  State  of  Indiana, 
on  taeir  oath  do  present  that  one  William  T.  Von  Knappe  late  o}f 
Ba,ia  uounty,  on  or  about  the  23rd  day  of  July  1917,  at  said 
County  and  State  aforesaid,  contriving,  and  unlawfully,  wick- 
edly and  maliciously  intending  to  injure,  vilify  and  prejudice 
the  memory  of  one  Abraham  Lincoln,  deceased,  and  to  deprive 
htan  of  his  good  name,  fame,  credit  and  reputation,  and  to  brinjg 
him  into  great  contempt,  scandal,  infamy  and  disgrace,  did 
write  print,  and  publish  and* cause  to  be  written,  printed  and 
published,  a  false,  scandalous,  and  defamatory  libel,  in  the 
form  of  a  phamplet  or  booklet  containing  divers  false,  eeand- 
alous, malicious  and  defamatory  matters  and  things  of  and  con- 
cerning the  said  Abraham  Lincoln,  deceased,  according  to  the 
tenor  following,  that  is  to  say: 

CHAPTER  X. 
"History  Wabash  Valley" 
Copyrighted. 

COMPATRIOTS:  lam  worn  out  answering  the  question:  "Why 
don't  you  pay  any  attention  to  February  12  and  %y  30?" 
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You  placed  their  former  chattels  armed  over  the  white  women 
and  children  and  divided  their  country  up  into  conquered 
territory.    You  are  lower  than  Cortez  in  Mexico,  or  Pizarro 
in  Peru."  Well,  Semmes  looked  at  me  and  said,  "did  you  ever?1 
If  you  are  a  sample  of  Christian  country,  God  deliver  us  from 
Christianity."  Eapect  to  be  placed  where  you  could  not  defend 
your  country  and  I  shook  my  head  in  mortification. 

One  of  the  special  pets  of  Old  Ham  Lincolm  was  the 
Amalgamated  School  at  Oberlin  0.,  where  a  white  woman  was  de- 
graded by  being  placed  on  a  level  with  a  nigger.  In  1843  a 
nigger  worshipper  from  England  by  tue  name  of  J  P  Oberlin  who 
ished  to  prove  that  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  was  no  better  than 
the  African  race  establishedthis  school  in  Lorain  county, 
Ohio  to  prove  his  theory,  and  from  1834  to  1861  there  never 
was  a  negro  graduate,  The  nearest  to  one  was  a  fellow  who 
was  am  Octoroon,  by  the  name  of  Lankton,  who  was  a  chum  of 
old  Ham  at  Washington.  T^e  school  had  quite  a  setback  when 
the  President's  daughter  ran  away  to  Pennsylvania  and  married 
a  nigger  barber.  T^ink  of  the  nastiness  of  a  wnite  man  sending 
his  daughter  to  Oberlin  school. 

Think  of  Ham  L  ncoln,  the  military  dictator,  having 
American  citizens  who  were  democrats  confined  in  military 
bastiles  fot  opinions' s  sake.  Nero,  fiddling  when  Rome  was  on 
fire,  was  nothing  to  be  compared  to  Lincoln  going  to  a  low-do? 
theater  when  the  whole  country  was  in  deep  morning  over  the 
complete  destruction  of  the  south  and  loss  to  the  North  of  her 
brave  men.    Then  to  think  of  a  shoddy  preacher  getting  ip  in 
the  puplit  and  eulogizing  "the  late  lamented".    No  wonder  the 
nen  do  not  attend  church* 

Had  Lincoln  kept  his  word  of  honor  with  Lee  and  Johnson 
le  never  would  hav  e  come  to  a  violent  death.    Morris  Schaff 
speaks  of  the  magnanimity  of  th  eNorth  towards  the  South  after 
bhe  sunset  of  tne  Confederacy  in  the  Atlantic  Monthly:  n  What 
Joke?  The  moment  the  South  laid  down  their  arms  in  good  faith, 
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Lincoln  armed  their  cnattel  andplced  txiem  over  the  white 
women  and  children  of  tne  South.    T^e  nastiest  pi eve  of 
treachery  that  was  ever  done  in  theworld's  history.  When 
tney  found  that  all  the  spoons  and  valuables  in  the  south  had 
not  been  stolen,  they  placed  such  renegade  as  Ben  Butler  in  t] 
daddle  and  hunted  President  Jefferson  Davis  down  with  blood 
hounds,  and  Masonry  is  all  thatprevented  them  from  hanging 
the  ex-conf ederate  President.  . 

The  greatest  American  humbugs  were  Ham  Lincoln,  P.  T. 
Barnum  Harriet  Beecher  St owe, Miss  Eddie  and  Teddie.  First, 
his  waving  his  sword,  o$  horseback,  on  San  Juan  Hill;  last 
his  Amazon  trip.    Had  he  known  the  histoiy   of  the  United  Stat* 
he  would  not  lave  made  such  a  foolish  break.  In  1854  my  fathe] 
was  a  Memberof  Congress  and  President  Franklin  Pierce  ordered 
the  exploration  of  the  Amazon  by  our  naval  forces  and  it  was 
thoroughly  explored  to  its  source  and  two  volumes  were  publisl 
called  "Explorations  of  the  Vallyeof  the  Amazon11  and  every 
mother  of  Congress  at  that  time  was  presented  with  the  volumesj 
and  I  have  those  of  my  fathers. 

My  -father  was  editor  of  the  Cincinnati  Enquirer  during  th^ 
Mexican  war  and  President  James  K  Polk,  was  so  pleased  with 
his  support  that  he  gave  him  a  life  sized  picture  of  Gen. 
Andrew  Jackson  in  a  black  walnut  frame,  which  hands  in  my 

bedroom.  A  whig  Senator  from  Ohio  said  in  the  D.  S.  Senate 
in  lb46  n  If  I  was  a  Mexican  as  I  am  an  American,  I  would  wel- 
come the  American  troops  with  bloody  hands  to  hospital  graves' 
and  Ham  Lincoln  who  was  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
as  a  joke  got  up  in  the  House  and  repeated  the  traitorous  lang- 
uage. Think  of  Ham  Lincoln  a  traitor  to  the  United  States,  whei 
the  Hon.  Jefferson  Davis  was  at  Buena  Vista  and  saved  the  Moos- 
ier  soldiers  from  capture  with  a  regiment  of  Mississippians. 
Cn  1863,  Lincoln  though  he  wouEd  punish  my  father  for  roast- 
ing him  during  the  Mexican  War,  so  ordered  his  arrest  and  con- 
finement in  Fort  Lafayette,  and  all  that  prevented  the  outrage 
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wes  the  fact  that  Gov.  Brough  of  Ohio  was  a  renegade  Democrat 
Edward  M  Stanton  Secretary  of  War,  a  renegade  Democrat  and  my 
father  all  belonged  to  the  same  Masonic  lodge,  and  when  Lin- 
colns  order  came  to  Columbus,  0.,  Gov.  Brough  telegraphed  back 
that  tnere  was  not  enough  men  in  Ohio  to  arrest  ipy  father 
and  Old  Ham  had  to  rescind  the  order.  Lincoln  turned  this 
country  into  a  money  aristocracy.  If  a  boy  was  poor  he  would 
draft  him  into  the  army.  If  rich  he  would  pay  him  all  kinds  oi 
interest  for  the  use  of  his  cash.  He  would  tell  the  girls  not 
to  work  in  their  mothers  kitchen,  but  learn  to  be  bookkeepers 
then  they  could  get  a  job  in  an  office  and  make  enough  in  the 
day  to  pay  their  board  and  room  and  at  night  get  their  duds 
Bwfore  ld60  this  was  the  greatest  country  that  had  ever  existed 
in  the  worlds  history.  The  west  fed  the  country.  The  south 
raised  the  crops  that  were  manuflactured  in  the  east.  Every 
thing  wnet  on  line  a  well  regulated  family.  No  strickeB,  no 
labor  troubles.  If  was  an  asylum  for  the  oppressed  of  Europe. 
Enery  thing  was  done  for  the  poor  and  the  rich  took  care  of  th^m 
selves.  The  first  Republic  President  turned  the  United  States 
into  a  money  aristocracy  and  it  remained  so  until  President 
Woodrow  Wilson  took  charge  of  the  affairs  of  state  and  it  will| 
take  him  ot  any  other  man  more  than  four  yeafca  to  right  this  ' 
great  wrong  to  the  sons  of  the  American  Revolution. 

The  work  should  know  what  a  refined  cultivated  family  Lin-! 
coins  mothers  people  were,  who  lived  over  in  Harding  County, 
Kentucky.  One  incident  will  suffice.  Tom  Hanks  lived  near  an  old 
time  cavern  where  traveling  men  used  to  stop  to  buy  tobacco.  Oije 
lay  one  of  these  boys  happed  out  to  a  shed.  He  thought  he  saw 
a  jackass  emptying  his  bladder  but  when  he  looked  again  he  saw 
Lt  was  Tom.  So  when  ne  went  in  he  reported  his  discovery  to 
.the  boys  ana  wnen  Tom  came  in  they  made  ap  a  $5  purse  for  Tom 
:o  show  up.  This  was  an  annuall  affair  and  Dina  got  the  cash. 
Uell  the  Baptist  Preacher  came  around  and  when  he  gave  Tom  a 
)ath  he  came  near  shutting  off  his  wind.  The  parson  told  Tom 
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I   

if  be  ever  showed  up  to  those  boys  again  he  would  drown  him. 
So  the  next  time  the  boys  made  the  tavern  Tom  would  not  show 
up  and  when  Tom  went  home  without  any  cash  for  Dina  she  was 
mad  and  sai  "Youfool  niger.  Go  back  and  tell  those  gimmens  i^ 
they  come  up  here,  I  will  throw  my  clothes  over  my  head  and 
show  them  Uncle  Toms  Cabin  for  25  cents  apiece. 

Bob  Ingersoll  admired  Lincons  infedility  and  tried  to  make 
a  hero  out  of  Ham.  Bobs  abolitionism  made  him  a  close  friend  1)o 
a  Methodist  Bishop  who  was  dangerously  ill  in  California  and 
would  see  no  one.  Bob  sent  up  his  card  and  was  admitted  at  on^e 
and  he  asked  the  reason  of  his  honoer  to  which  the  Bishop 
replied"Bob  I  expect  to  meet  my  Christian  friends  after  I 
cross  the  river,  but  I  leave  you  here  and  we  never  meet  again 
After  Bob  left  the  hotel  he  could  not  help  crying  and  he  told 
his  companions  that  what  the  Bishop  said,  and  it  took  him  bach 
to  his  boyhood  when  his  saintly  Democratic  mother  would  have 
him  kneel  and  say  his  simple  "Now  I  lay  me  down  to  sleep"etc 
in  that  farawy.  New  York  town  and  without  his  support  ne  went 
to  bed  sobbing  and  witn  the  morning  the  Holy  Spirit  left  him 
to  his  choice  and  never  returned  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
he  passed  over  into  tne  northeast  corner  of  hell  to  have  the 
northwest  wind  blow  ashes  into  his  eyes  throughout  eternity 
with  bis  old  chum,  Ham. 

Old  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln,  known  that  her  son  was  a  deced- 
ent of  Ham  thought  it  was  no  more  than  right  to  call  her  son 
Abraham, as  his  friends  would  call  him  Ham  for  short. 

No  wonder  those  Georgia  students  burned  300  Histories 
when  they  flound  that  they  were  prever^ed.  Hust  think  of  a  cen- 
sorship being  put  on  the  press  of  this  United  States  for  45 
years  for  fear-t&at  tne  truth  might  leak  out  "Truth  crushed 
to  earth  will  rise  again"  and  when  the  younger  generation 
find  out  the  truth  about  Old  Ham  Lincoln  was  the  nastiest 
tyrant  that  ever  cursed  any  nation,  and  he,  too,  adopted  Neros 
motto  that  the  object  of  life  was  to  "raise  nell." 


Magna  est  Veritas  et  prevalebit. 
he  the  said  William  T  Bon  Kanppey  then  and  there  well  knowing 

the  said  defamatory  libel  to  be  false,  to  the  great  damage 
scandal  and  disgrace  of  the  memory  of  the  said  Abraham  Lin- 
coln deceased, contrary  to  the  form  of  the  statites  in  such 
cases  made  and  provided  and  against  tne  peace  and  dignity  of 
the  state  of  Indiana. 

Joseph  W  Kimmell. 
Prosecuting  attorney. 


LAW  OFFICES 

H  El  NTZ  &  HEINTZ 


M.  G.  H  El  NTZ 

VICTOR  HEINTZ  18  EAST  FOURTH  STREET 

CINCINNATI 

August  8,  1940. 

Dr.  Louis  Warren, 

Lincoln  National  Life  Ins.  Co., 

Ft .  Wayne ,  Ind . 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

At  the  September  term  1917  of  Knox  County , Indiana 
Circuit  Court,  an  indictment  was  returned  against  Wm.  T.  Van  Knappe 
on  the  charge  of  libeling  the  memory  of  Abraham  Lincoln.     I  secured 
a  copy  of  the  indictment  a  good  many  years  ago  but  I  did  not  know 
until  today, when  I  received  a  letter  from  Asst.  Prosecuting  Attorney 
G-elb  of  that  county,  what  action  had  been  taken  on  the  indictment. 

It  is  unusual  to  charge  anyone  with  responsibility 
for  libeling  the  memory  of  the  dead.     The  question  of  responsibility 
for  such  a  libel  may  have  been  raised  in  this  case  because  the 
final  plea  of  Van  Knappe  was  one  of  guilty  of  printing  and  distri- 
buting obscene  literature  and  not  of  libeling  the  memory  of  a  dead 
person.      I  am  enclosing  herewith  a  copy  of  Mr.  Gelbfs  letter  to  me 
and  will  be  glad  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the  indictment  if  it  has  not 
already  been  brought  to  your  attention.      The  indictment  covers 
twenty-one  pages  of  legal  paper.     Its  length  is  caused  by  the 
necessity  of  setting  out  the  alleged  libelous  publication. 

This  may  be  all  old  matter  to  you,  especially  since 
the  indictment  was  found  by  a  grand  jury  in  your  own  state.  If, 
however,  you  have  not  seen  a  copy  of  the  indictment,  I  think  you 
should  have  one  for  your  files. 

•  The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  will  hold  its 
national  encampment  at  Springfield,  111.  on  September  8,  1940. 
The  attendance  at  these  encampment s  is  less  than  it  was  years  ago 
and  I  think  your  city  is  large  enough  and  well  enough  provided  with 
hotels  to  entertain  a  national  encampment.    You  are  on  the  main  line 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  between  New  York  and  Chicago  and  are 
likewise  centrally  located  so  that  a  good  argument  can  be  made  in 
favor  of  your  city.     The  Lincoln  Library  and  Museum  of  your  company 
would  add  very  much  to  the  interest  of  the  visitors.    You  will  re- 
call that  I  suggested  an  encampment  for  your  city  when  I  called  on 
you  three  years  ago. 

Thanking  you  for  your  attention,  and  with  best 

wishes ,  I  am 

Yours  sincerely, 

MGH:FM. 
Encl. 


Letterhead  of 
Office  of  Prosecuting  Attorney 
of  Knox  County 
Oliphant  Building, 
Vincennes,  Indiana. 


August  7,  1940, 


Mr.  Michael  G.  Heintz 
18  East  Fourth  St. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Dear  Sir: 

In  regard  to  the  case  of  the  'State  of  Indiana  v. 
William  T.  Van  Knappe*  which,  by  the  way,  is  No.  2293  instead 
of  2259.     The  defendant  William  T.  Van  T.  Knappe  entered  a 
plea  of  not-guilty  on  September  13,  1917  and  was  released 
on  bond  on  the  same  day. 

On  April  27,  1918  he  withdrew  his  plea  of  not  guilty 
and  entered  a  plea  of  guilty  to  the  charge  of  printing  and  dis- 
tributing obscene  literature. 

The  court  fined  the  defendant  Twenty-five  (25)  dollars 
and  costs,  which  amounted  to  $34.50. 

We  should  be  glad  to  furnish  you  with  any  other  informa- 
tion that  you  may  desire. 

Yours  very  truly, 

(Signed)  Sidney  Gelb. 

SG:NGB 


For  the  full  text  of  to'  n  Knapiii^y^e^JS 

Nr.  Michael  G.  Heintz 
16  I.  Vm&h  St. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Sftr  tear  Mr.  Heintz; 

Xt  is  vecy  fcinrl  of  yon  indeed  to  offer  to  send  tout  a 
cow  of  th*  indiotaeat  brought  against  William  T.  Ian  Steppe  in  the 
County,  Indiana  Circuit  Court. 


It  does  happen  that  we  are  suits  faalllor  yltb  tB®  case 
•ad  ve  hare  the  printed  tost  of  the?  libel  which  caused  the  salt, 
but  W3  do  not  have  the  Indictment. 

If  you  would  be  willing  to  send  us  the  iodictaaeat  siaua  the 
copy  of  the  libel  which  ve  already  hare,  we  would  indeed  be  glad  to 
have  it.   Oat  thought  io  that  the  Indlotaent  itself  would  probably  act 
be  very  long  at  you  indicate  the  copy  of  the  libel  !•  what  causes  the 
extra  large  nuwher  of  pages. 

If  you  oars  to  risk  It,  you  eaa  aaad  oa  the  aojy  you  have 
aad  ve  will  hive  it  photostated  here,  which  would  save  you  the  trouble 
sad  will  thea  bo  pleased  to  return  It  It— (I lately. 

It  is  an  extra  suit  sad  of  course  wo  would  like  to  have  on 
record  hare  all  the  Xaforaatloa  about  it  that  is  possible. 


With  respect  to  the  Grand  Amy  nismasiwfr  here  X  feel  that 
although  vs  are  vary  favorably  located,  it  would  bo  next  to  impossible 
to  get  the  eenventioa  ocawissioB  hare  to  take  aetioa  as  I  have  oa  one 
or  two  oooasloas  had  the  natter  up  before  them.    Iddo  not  believe  that 
tftj  Mg|  SjSasnSSjgfttSaji  I  BJ  |  iBjSjM  I  I  B—  BjgSJt  IS  |gnj  )ii  gaj|  g 

iggaj|saja|||  saj  sjbj 

Tory  truly  yours-, 


XJatilO 


For  the  full  text  of  William  von  Knappe's  libelous 
text  see: 


History  Wabash  Valley,  item  71.2009.084.11099 


J 


